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Historic Winslow House: More than just a ‘House Museum’

By DEBORA BABIN KATZ

The Historic Winslow
House, located in Marshfield
on the corner of Webster and
Careswell Streets, is a local
treasure with national signifi-
cance,

It is far more than just a
house museum, said David
Mittell, a director of the
Winslow Association, which
includes members from
Duxbury, Marshfield and sur-
rounding towns. In underscor-
ing the historical value of the
Winslow House. Mittell
pointed to its cultural and archi-
tectural features, and noted his-
torian Cynthia Hagar Krusell
called it “one of the most splen-
did and unchanged 17" century
houses extant in the old Ply-
mouth Colony area.”

The house was built in 1699,
but as Rita Porter, resident di-
rector of the Winslow Associa-
tion, reports, the history of the

Winslow family in America
began in 1620 with the arrival
of the Pilgrims. Edward
Winslow was part of that hearty
group and would serve three
terms as governor of the Ply-
mouth Colony. In 1632, he re-
ceived a land grant of 1,000
acres.

Today, the Winslow House,
built by Edward’s grandson,
Judge Isaac Winslow, is located
on part of that original land
grant. Only a stone foundation,
cast of the present house, re-
mains as a reminder of the
home that Edward Winslow
built for his family. _That house
was also the birthplace of his
only son, Josiah Winslow, who
became the first native-born
governor of the Plymouth
Colony.

Edward Winslow named his
property “Careswell” after his
ancestral home in
Worcestershire. England,

The nwiuna Wmsluw House c. 1900 dunng its “hoarding days.”

Photo courtesy of Winslow Association.
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which was called Kerswell.
The locals always referred to
the Winslow home as “The
Governor's House." even after
the deaths of Edward and
Josiah when grandson, Isaac
Winslow, a Chief Judge of the
Inferior Court of Common
Pleas of Plymouth County and
member of the Council of Mas-
sachusetts Bay, owned the
property.

“When Isaac Winslow died,
his wife received dower rights
to one third of her husband's
estate. There is evidence of 4
wall in the winter kitchen,
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which would have divided the
house up,” noted Porter.

After Isaac’s wife died the
house passed to his son, Gen.
Juim. Winslow who, according
to Porter, made major renova-
tions to the house.

These renovations. made
around 1775, include a large
portico to the front hall entrance
creating a formal foyer for visi-
tors and a view of the beautiful
Jacobean front stairway. John
Winslow also added Georgian
details and tiles to the fire-

places. These features have
been showcased in national
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| The house “demonstrates
the growing refinement eviden
n 18" century America,” noted

| Karin Goldstein, curator of

| original collections at Plimouth

| Plantation. ** It has scveral de-

tails found in elite houses, in-
chiding larae roonss, high ceil-
ings, fine hardware, painted
decoration and molded plaster
and wood,"” y
General John Winslow had
a son, [saac, who became a fa-
mous doctor and was best
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continued from page one

known for his experimental
small pox vaccination,  Isaac
“was the last of the lineal de-
scendents of Edward Winslow
tolive out s life at Careswell,”
dying in 1819,

After his death, the house
passed through several owners
— first to Duxbury's Secth
Sprague and later 1o Daniel
Webster. “Daniel Webster pur-
chased the house but never
slepthere,” liughed Porter who
noted that Webster was more
interested in the property for its
land. Today, visitors can view
the law office of Daniel
Webster, a National Historic

The summer kilchen where the
workshops. Pholo by D.B. Kalz.

Winslow Assncmhnn olfers cooking

Landmark, located at the His-
toric Winslow House property.
In 1919, the house was
saved by three local men, Ed-
ward C. Ford, John Gutterson,
and Edgar B. Sherrill who
bought the estate and deeded it
to the Winslow Association, A
back cll Tea Room was soon
added for the purposes of rais-
ing money that was needed to
restore the house as a muscum,
The Tea Room, which
served travelers and locals for
nearly thirty years, is used (o-
day for museum programs, and
is rented out for weddings and
private functions. “All the
money goes back into the
house. T think the founders
would be happy to know the
room is used today for the same

"purpose,” said Porter. 57
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raise the necessary $150,000
matching grant,

In addition to this grant, an-
other gift has come from a trust
to explore a secret tunnel,
which exists behind the wall of
the southeast corner of the cel-
lar of the Winslow House. “Ac-
cording to old-timer's lore,”
said Mittell, “this section of the
cellar Ied (o an ‘escape tunnel’
constructed perhaps as the re-
sultof King Philip’s War, again
maybe in the 1770's, and con-
ceivably again in the 1840’s
and 1850’s for the Underground
Railway when Daniel Webster
owned the house.”

This would not be the first
archeological dig on the prop-

erty. In 1941, Harry
Hornblower then with the
Harvard Excavator’s Club, per-
formed an archeological dig
which revealed not only cvi-
dence of the Winslow family,
but also of “several thousand
years of Native occupation,”
said Goldstein.

Today, the Winslow Housc
serves as an educational expe-
rience for children and adults
through its tours and summer
workshops. It is not just a
house muscum, but a journey
through colonial history, 17"
and 18" Century architecture,
and holds tales of important in-
dividuals in American history,
Itis a trip worth taking.




